[Neurogenic spindle-cell tumors of the mediastinum: two cases].
Neurogenic tumors can develop from neural cells in any location. They are commonly found, however, in the mediastinum, most often in its posterior compartment. Neurogenic tumors can be benign or malignant. In the anterior compartment, they must be distinguished from their differential diagnoses. We report one case of a malignant peripheral nerve sheath tumor in the posterior mediastinum of a 29-year-old man and another of a schwannoma of the anterior mediastinum, in an 82-year-old woman. Neurogenic tumors of spindle-shaped cells in the mediastinum are generally benign, but can be malignant. Often asymptomatic, they are usually detected on standard pulmonary radiography, but computerized tomography is necessary, supplemented by magnetic resonance imaging, especially for posterior mediastinal tumors, to provide additional information and to assess its possible extension to adjacent structures. Radiographic, clinical, and especially histopathological features are essential for diagnosis.